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The MA programme in sustainable heritage management (SHM) at 

Aarhus University provides you with the competences needed to meet 

the multiple challenges of contemporary heritage management. Work-

ing with cultural and natural heritage means taking responsibility for the 

links between humanity and its past. But heritage is also an integral part 

of the present, and a resource for the future. Managing heritage is no 

easy task: it includes attending not only to the survivability and inherent 

RVBMJUJFT�PG�TJUFT�PCKFDUT�BOE�USBEJUJPOT�CVU�BMTP�UP�UIF�EJžFSFOU�DMBJNT�

and interests that often surround them. The SHM programme equips you, 

through theory and practice, to work in the exciting and expanding as 

XFMM�BT�JODSFBTJOHMZ�DPNQMFY�IFSJUBHF�ÞFME��

HERITAGE AS A RESOURCE

In all its forms, heritage is crucial for the collective memories and sustain-

ability of communities as well as for the personal development of indi-

viduals, as it addresses the links between selves and others, temporally 

as well as geographically. As such, heritage can be seen as a crucial 

aspect of modern existence in a world of change. It can also be a po-

tent economic, environmental and political asset that can be utilised for 

various ends. Heritage, for these same reasons, is not inherently “good”, 

and is sometimes put to work in ways that alter and compromise local 

communities and conditions in questionable ways. The Aarhus SHM pro-

HSBNNF�RVBMJÞFT�ZPV�UP�BOBMZTF�BOE�SFTQPOE�UP�UIF�FUIJDT�PG�IFSJUBHF�

work, providing not only a sophisticated academic framework, but also a 

solidly grounded, practice-based set of skills and know-how. 

A HIGHLY INTERDISCIPLINARY FIELD

Heritage studies and heritage management constitute a highly interdis-

DJQMJOBSZ�ÞFME�JOWPMWJOH�NFUIPEPMPHJFT�BOE�BQQSPBDIFT�GSPN�WBSJPVT�

disciplines. The SHM programme is anchored in an interdisciplinary 

research environment that includes scholars from archaeology, anthro-

pology, intellectual history, aesthetics, history, museology, cultural studies, 

evolutionary studies and digital design. So during your studies you will 

work not only with material forms of cultural heritage, but also with tex-

tual data and, not least, people and people’s perceptions of heritage. 
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MA IN SUSTAINABLE HERITAGE MANAGEMENT* 
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1ST SEMESTER 2ND SEMESTER 3RD SEMESTER 4TH SEMESTER

Concepts and contexts
The production and 
communication of 
heritage

Fieldwork/work place-
NFOU�	JOUFSOTIJQ
�QSPÞMF�
courses

THESISSources and methods
Heritage project 
management

Management and 
institutional frameworks

Heritage management 
in practice

30 ECTS 30 ECTS 30 ECTS 30 ECTS

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Access to the Master’s degree programme in sustainable heritage man-

agement at Aarhus University requires the successful completion of a 

relevant BA degree within the humanities or social sciences (e.g. history, 

aesthetics, archaeology, anthropology, geography, museology, archi-

tecture or digital design). For full admission and language requirements, 

please visit: kandidat.au.dk/en/sustainable-heritage-management

LANGUAGES

All the courses are taught in English.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

The two-year Master’s degree programme in sustainable heritage man-

BHFNFOU�JT�FRVJWBMFOU�UP�����&$54��%VSJOH�UIF�ÞSTU�UXP�TFNFTUFST�TUV-

dents will concentrate on theoretical and methodological aspects, and 

on application perspectives (e.g. the preservation of heritage in various 

DPOUFYUT
��5IF�ÞSTU�BOE�TFDPOE�TFNFTUFST�CPUI�DPNQSJTF�UISFF�DPVSTFT�

each of which is equivalent to 10 ECTS (see table). In the third semester 

TUVEFOUT�EP�ÞFMEXPSL�DPNQMFUF�BO�JOUFSOTIJQ�PS�UBLF�BO�BDBEFNJD�QSP-

ÞMJOH�DPVSTF��

COMPETENCES AND JOB PERSPECTIVES 

An MA in sustainable heritage management equips you with the skills 

BOE�RVBMJÞDBUJPOT�OFFEFE�UP�XPSL�JO�B�OVNCFS�PG�KPC�NBSLFUT�BOE�JO-

dustries, depending on your area of specialisation. Possible career paths 

include employment in the museum and archival sectors, in planning 

and development agencies and bodies, within resource management 

and capacity building, as well as within tourism and the creative indus-

tries. Many of the challenges that you will be trained to meet are transna-

tional and international in scope.
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